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1. The Czechoslovak Economic Delegation to the USSR returned to Prague with a 
serious inerease in the Soviet demand for piping. 


Re Two months ago the Soviets requested that 20,000 tons of piping be delivered 
by the ond of 1947 as a condition for further trade talks, At that tins, 
Czechoslovak industry could not promise more than 5,000 tons, which appeared 
to satisfy the Soviets. 


Be Un Ll October 1947, Loeb, head of the Economie Delegation toe Russi» and Chief 
Of the Eastern Trade Division in the Czechoslovak Ministry for Foreign Trade, - 
returned from the USSR with a report for Prime iMinister Gottwald. This report 
stated that the Soviets demanded that the industrial resources of Czechoslovalia 
be marshalled trmedintely for the encnast possivle delivery of 100,900 tens of 
Piping te the USSR, Further comercial negotiations were to bs suspended pend 
See a promise fran Csechoslovakia that the required amount would be produced and 
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4a eee new Soviet demand may reflect Rusefats strate : 
25X1X6 ments for a now plroline, MMMM the inability of fe 
Slovaks to meet the demand micht give an opportunity for now Pragus. 
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